
NARRATIVE REPORT OF EMERGENCY EVACUATION O F 6 - 4 7  1 6 0 8 2  

1. WE DEPARTED & $ / A T  APPROXIMATELY 0 3 0 0 2  2 9  A P R I L  1 9 7 5  

~ I T H  3 3  PASSENGERS (AIR AMERICA EMPLOYEES AND FAMILIES, MIXED 

VN, CHINESE, AMERICAN AND F I L I P I N O )  PLUS A CREW OF TWO - 
CAPTAINS FOOTE AND H U F F 3  

2 .  SHORTLY AFTER TAKEOFF HEAVY SMOKE WAS NOTED COMING FROM 

THE RIGHT ENGINE. AT  APPROXIMATELY 2 0 0 0  FEEET, A S L I G H T  O I L  F I R E  

DEVELOPED I N  THE EXHAUST MANIFOLD SECTION AND THE ENGINE WAS 

FEATHERED. THE FIRE WENT OUT. WE PROCEEDED TOEON SON ISLAND 

FOR POSSIBLE REPAIRS OR E V A C U A T I O ~  ARRIVING THERE AT APPROXIMATELY 

0 4 3 0 2 .  

3 .  UPON A R R I V A L  WE FOUND A P I E C E  OF ROCKET SHRAPNEL HAD 

DAMAGED A GUIDE NUT ON A PUSH-ROD, ALLOWING O I L  TO BE PUMPED 

DIRECTLY OVERBOARD ON TO THE EXHAUST MANIFOLD, OUT OF THE D I S -  

TORTED NUT AND PUSH-ROD HOUSING. P R I M A R I L Y  AS A RESULT OF THE 

INGENUITY OF AIRCRAFT MECHANIC&, Y. F E I  (001G7), W I l H  THE 

' ASSISTANCE OF C. K. LOO ( 0 2 9 2 1 )  AND C.C. S H I E H  (06249JALL 

PASSENGERS ON OUR FLIGHT, EMERGENCY REPAIRS WERE EFFECTED ON THE 

PUSH-ROD. ETHE PUSH-ROD NUT WHICH IS INTEGRALLY INSTALLED ON A 

NEW CYLINDER I N  STOCK AT CON SON, WAS BROKEN OFF AND REINSTALLED 

ON OUR OLD PUSH-ROD. RUN-UP CHECKED  OKAY^ 

REFUGEES 'ARRIVING BY VNAF AIRCRAFT, &R. FOR$ PREPARED FOR POSSIBLE 

4. DURING OUR STAY A T C O N  SON2 AND DUE TO THE NUMBER OF 

ABANDONMENT OF THE A IRPLANE I F  REPAIRS PROVED UNFEASIBLE.  HE 

HAD 14 OF OUR PASSENGERS R E M O V E D ~ O  THE SHIPS BY A HELICOPTER 

FLOWN BY CAPTAINS OLSON AND GOOD WIN^ &R. F O R ~ D E C I D E D  AND WE 



- 2 -  

AGREED THAT I T  WAS NOT F E A S I B L E  TO TOP OFF OUR F U E L  DUE TO THE 

P O S S I B I L I T Y  OF B E I N G  MOBBED BY VN EVACUEES I F  THE A I R P L A N E  

APPEARED TO BE B E I N G  PREPARED FOR DEPARTURE. W I T H  THE A I R C R A F T  

APPARENTLY DISABLED NO ONE BOTHERED us. BY THE TIME THE 

HELICOPTER RETURNED FOR THE SECOND LOAD OF PASSENGERS, WE WERE 

READY FOR RUN-UP. RUN-UP CHECKED OKAY, SO WE RE-EMBARKED OUR 

REMAINING PASSENGERS AND DEPARTED IMMEDIATELY FOR &RUNE,$ 

SUFFICIENT FUEL REMAINED FOR A DIRECT FLIGHT TOEHE PHILLIPPINES 

OR HONG KONGI;~ WE NOW HAD EHREE CHINESE EMPLOYEES, NINE FILIPINO 

WE D E P A R T E D ~ O N  SOGJAT APPROXIMATELY 07002 AND ARRIVED~RUNGJ AT 

IN- 

EMPLOYEES, ONE VN EMPLOYEE PLUS 6 OF HER MINOR BROTHERS AND S I S T E R 3  

APPROXIMATELY 11302. 

5 .  DUE TO OUR LACK OF TRAVEL DOCUMENTS AND D I P L O M A T I C  CLEARANCE 

~ L T H O U G H  WE HAD AIR-FILED VIA SINGAPORE$ WE WERE DETAINED A T  THE 

AIRPORT LOUNGE OVERNIGHT. HOWEVER, THE A IRPORT O F F I C I A L S ,  P O L I C E  

AND I M M I G R A T I O N  PERSONNEL WERE EXTREMELY COOPERATIVE, HELPFUL 

AND S O L I C I T O U S  O F  OUR WELFARE. FOOD WAS PROVIDED FREE, WE WERE 

G I V E N  BLANKETS AND PILLOWS AND ARRANGEMENTS WERE MADE FOR ME TO 

CASH A PERSONAL CHECK FOR A IRCRAFT EXPENSES THE FOLLOWING DAY. 

WE HAD D I F F I C U L T Y  REFUELING AND D I D  NOT R E C E I V E  F U E L / O I L  U N T I L  

APPROXIMATELY 0 5 0 0 2  ON 3 0  A P R I L .  A F L I G H T  PLAN WAS F I L E D  FOR 
c c 

&LARK AT 0900 LOCAL (oioozJ AND TWO DELAY MESSAGES WERE FORWARDED 

PRIOR TO OUR DEPARTURE AT APPROXIMATELY 0 5 0 0 2 .  SOME 4 0 0  GALLONS 

OF FUEL WAS ADDED.  ILLS AND EXPENSE ACCOUNT ARE ATTACHED AS 

ENCLOSURE (WERE SUBMITTED TO PERSONNEL$ 

6 .  D E S P I T E  OUR F L I G H T  PLAN, S I N C E  WE HAD NO D I P L O M A T I C  
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CLEARANCE, THE AIRCRAFT AND CREW WERE IMPOUNDED UPON A R R I V A L  

@LARK BY THE FILIPINO GOVERNMEN$ WE A R R I V E D ~ L A R K  A T  

APPROXIMATELY 1 0 3 0 3  

AND SENT ABOARD A E A I T I N G  C - 1 3 9 A N D  WERE ENROUTE E U A g  W I T H I N  

OUR VN PASSENGERS WERE IMMEDIATELY DEPLANED 

Eo MINUTES OF OUR ARRIVACJ 

DIVISION AS TO THE REASON FOR OUR ARRIVALELARTWITHOUT PROPER 

7 .  WE WERE REQUESTED TO MAKE A STATEMENT TO THE F I R S T  A I R  

CLEARANCE. T H I S  WAS FORWARDED V I A  THE U.S. EMBASSY. A COPY OF 

T H I S  STATEMENT I S  ATTACHED. WE WERE F I N A L L Y  CLEARED TO CONTINUE 

T O ~ A I N A N  ON SATURDAY 3 MAY 1 9 7 9   ARK OPERATIONS PERSONNEL, 

PARTICULARLY THE CLARK OPERATIONS OFFICER, MAJOR BRAN SON^ WERE 

EXTREMELY HELPFUL THROUGHOUT. &LONEL L E G A R I ~  OF THE ~HILLIPINE . 

MILITARY LIAISON O F F I C ~  WAS ALSO MOST HELPFUL AND EXPEDITED OUR 

CLEARANCE AS BEST HE COULD. I T  WAS JUST A MATTER OF GETTING 

THROUGH THE NORMAL RED TAPE OF AN UNANNOUNCED ARRIVAL .  INASMUCH 

AS T H E ~ H I N E S E  AND FILIPINO E M P L O Y E E ~ H A D  NO FUNDS EXCEPT VN 

PIASTERS, SOME $ 1 2 0 . 0 0  I N  EXPENSES WERE ACCRUED BY MYSELF I N  T H E I R  

BEHALF. THE F I L I P I N O S  WERE RELEASED ON 1 MAY AND ALLOWED TO 

CONTINUEEO THEIR HOMES-J 

ARRIVED IN EAINA~ROUTINELY A T  APPROXIMATELY 0 6 1 5 2 .  

PROVIDED TO ~ A I P E ~  BY AIR AMERICA REPRESENTATIVE AND ~ A I P E I  TO 

HONG KONG BY POWELL WON~JWHO MET us AT THE A I R P O R T ~ A I P E ~  WITH 

8 .  WE DEPARTED E ' L A R g  AT APPROXIMATELY E 3 1 5 2  3 MAY 1 9 7 2 A N D  

TICKETS WERE 

TICKETS IN HAND. HE ALSO ARRANGED FREE E X C E S S  BAGGAGE ON<ATHA)S 
FOR THE F I V E  EXTRA BAGS WE WERE CARRYING FOR A I R  AMERICA EMPLOYEES 

NOT ONBOARD OUR AIRCRAFT .- THE RETURN TICKET ~ K G / T P ~  WAS SUBMI TTED 

TO PERSONNEL. WE ARRIVED E N G  KONG F'IA C X - 5 2 3  AROUND 1 5 0 0 2  3 
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MAY 1975.  

9. WE DEPARTED WITHOUT AN OPERATIONS ORDER, SO A RE- 

CONSTRUCTION OF BLOCK/FLIGHT T IMES I S  ATTACHED. 

10. I N  RE-READING THE ABOVE I T  I S  NOTED THAT I F A I L E D  TO 

MENTIONEONY LIBUT IN OUR CLARK OFFICEJ ~ O N ~ W A S  HELPFUL 

THROUGHOUT AND PROVIDED A L L  THE ASSISTANCE H I S  L I M I T E D  F A C I L I T I E S  

ALLOWED. 

 APT. WILLIAM H. H U F ~  
A I R  AMERICA, I N C .  

. L 



f i g  A P R I L  1 9 7 5  

LAST T R I P  FROM V - 1  TO HANCOCK ON 0 0 4 .  ( 1 8 4 5 L ) .  

3 0  A P R I L  - 3 MAY ( 0 9 0 0 L )  

DEPARTED HANCOCK WITH 0 4 X  TO SUBIC POINT.  F L I G H T  T I M E  0 +30. 

LATE TAKEOFF DUE ENGINE TROUBLE. 

3 MAY (0930) 

BUS TO GYM. 

1 7 0 0  

TO NAS. C47 T 

4 MAY 

MANILA.  TO CARLSTON HOTEL. SUPPER $ 5 . 0 0 .  

BREAKFAST 0 8 0 0  $ 1 . 0 0 .  T A X I  TO AIRPORT AND T I P S  PESO 10 .  

1 2 0 0  

LUNCH $ 1 . 0 0 .  PAN AMERICAN F L I G H T  TO HONG KONG. 

ARRIVED HKG 1 7 3 0 .  

DINNER $ 3 . 0 0 .  

CHECKED I N T O  SHERATON HOTEL ( 1 8 3 0 L ) .  

CAPT. J. E. HUNTER' 
A I R  AMERICA, I N C  2 



BLOCK & FLIGHT TIMES ON C-47 16083 
Period 4-29 to 5-3 1975 

Saigon/Tainan 

(Times are approximate, b u t  totals are accurate) 

Saigon/Con Son 

Blocked 02552 
Block-in 043.52 

Con Son/Brunei 
Block Out 0 5 l O Z  

Block In 09152 

Brunei/Clark AFB 

Block Out 04502 
Block In 10202, 

Clark/Tainan 

Block out O255Z 

Block in 062.52, 

O f f  
Land 

O f f  

Land 

Off 
Land 

O f f  

L a m  

To tal 

Block Flight 

0300z 
O434Z - 1+40 l+34 

05122 

09122 4+05 

0510z 

lOl5Z 5+30 5+05 

03202 3+30 

06202 t 



2 Hay 1975 

Cenmandlng General, 1st Air Division, Phiuppine Air Force 
UI~UMI H. H U f f ,  Capt. air b r i m ,  Ino. C-47 lboe3 
u. 3. bbassy, Wnnilr 

Arrival Clark A h !  on Emergency Evacuation flight 30 April 1975 

1. 
W r B  briefed regarding wssibFUty of I h r g e n c y  maouation f l i g h t ,  c a r r y -  
ing Air America employees, out of Viet Eam. T h i n  br ief ing advised pilots 
t o  plan on f l y i n g  t o  Tdnan,  Tainan rip Hong Kong, H a n i b ,  Clnrk, Brrvrsi 
or  Sangapaw - depending on gas l u d  a t  departure. We mre advised  t h a t  
dl statione had beon a l sr ted  for our porsible  arrival and would aeaept 
an "in-nlr f i l e d  N g h t  plan.* 

2. A t  apprcubate ly  U W  on 29 Aprll the  e l tun t ien  i n  SPigon had reached 
t h e  point whare h d l a t e  evaauation was obvieualy required. Our base, 
Tan Son #hut was under heavy rocket, mrtar and 0Stillea-y bombardnmnt. 
Karg .irOraf% wm burning on the field. 
te ixxUrfdually c.RpIsplbdmr our airoraft a t  gub point. Pour hel lcopters  
were taken bJ unkmwn parties off the  ECS ramp (about a half  mlle distant 
from the o f f t c e ) ,  A t  th i s  paint we w8ro t o l d  to evu.uPte the aircraft, 
with as mprpr A i r  America personnel aa we could load, immbtntely, by our 
Chief Exemti re  Offlcer, Hr. Velte. Dur airoroft loaded 33 mixed Chinese, 
PiUpine and Vlet Npllrsw ample~ea and d e p r t d .  Short ly  af ter  take-off 
I me addaed we were t r P l U n g  heavy amke, and short ly  thereattar a mull 
t i r e  d ~ e l o p i d  Fa the  r i g h t  engine. WS faatbared tNs engine over Saigon 
ord continued. 
dif f icul ty  bft only one . I t s m a t i &  t h p t  n o d d  lrke in eemi-eafsty - 
Con Sen islani, Y Vietnaamee island about 150 d e s  south of Saigon i n  the 
Seuth C h i n  %a. 
ad there  by the company f o r  ~ e c . i a e ~  t h i o  kind of a d tua t ion . )  With o u r  
load we were only able t o  mrintaln 1500 feet ud h d  to pull mre  than uaxhmm 
a U W l o  sontinuoue p e r  (HBTO). Oar gas roneumption precluded any predrnsly 
briefed derrtinrtion. 

3. On errival C.n Son, it was doterminad eur problem wae the  r e s u l t  of rhrapnal 
d q e  t o  L puah-red @de packing gland ma. 
oF1 t o  be pmpd dlmet ly  en to the axhpust. Con Son PFrstrlp i s  designed for 
a m d m m  of four rmU alrorqft.  Two C#U9 a imaf t  ware d i a b l e d  on the 
west end of t h t  runay, and nome 10 ar 12 other  &,lraraft yare en the f l s l d  
mutu rtirck i n  the und off  both aide6 of the rumiay. And more P t c r s f t  
uem cdrallng t h e  fleld. 
in and mre awaiting transportat ion out, by whpt#Insr mane, on t h e  f le ld .  
A noar-panto s i tua t ion  existed here, hawerer , there  was ne war. 

14. 
the dPlnged pnrt on our pbw, and replace it with a part from ths spare oylinder. 
In the  tmantim,, m Nr &auric4 hdleopter arrived, and BUT station mnmger de- 
cided t o  evuouate IQ passangerr Ce 7 t h  Fleet  sNps in cam I *.I) unable t e  
d o p r t  d w  t he  m i n t e w e  problem, or  field congestion. 
rut, but  on t h h e l l o o p t e r f a  return t h e  onglne y o n  repaired, eo we took off  
with t h e  ruppjning 19 pasrangerr 4 9 Pi l ip ine ,  7 Vietnamese onl 3 Chinese. 
The Vietnamese consisted of ene female mmplope and a h  o f  her yourxpr brothers 
and aisters. 

h e  t o  the deter iorat ing military situatimn i n  V i s t  Nom, a l l  p i l o t e  

V I P  parsomel were attamptiti8 

A t  this point we. bad h d  no doetination, but t h e  sngina 

(A s-ll emrgeney nmlntenance f a d U t y  had been eetablieh- 

It had been distorted aUaving 

Seer 800 er 900 Vietnrmsee r@.8i\lgees hod been brought 

The plschanioa or1 board our aircraft were ablo to locate  a uyUnder, remave 

Om load wos taken 

I 
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1.0. 
an cbvicus choice for t h e  Iy)(LBoris enumerated ahve ,  i.0. Fil ipino Mtio.na16 
dt,hou't rmnay or tfina8, a wmpany c f f l a a  located there th VN evacuation 
amtar e plua QW friolCl.y relation8 with the Phihpplne Government. Having 
Ii3.ed a PL'.gbrt. Plar! roar hourp in advance, a d  haaing been cleared by Erunei 
to Clark ,  tita &.de f l i g h t  secnmd a routine a f f a i r .  

k h n  we d a p r t s d  B m e l  we had b ehooss a deatinortlon, C l a r k  acamed 

M. 
there '1509 s l m p l , ~  r i ~  doub t  in my mlnd that ue were poperly cleared. 

If 1 areat& ary problem by my decision, I am c3xcamcliq4  PIT^, but 


